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A RESOLUTION to designate Wyatt Prunty as the Poet Laureate
of Tennessee.

WHEREAS, Wyatt Prunty is a distinguished man of letters, an inspirational poet and an

exemplary citizen of the State of Tennessee; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Prunty serves with distinction as the Director of the Sewanee Writers

Conference and has taught with acumen and alacrity at the Johns Hopkins Writing Seminars,

Louisiana State University, Washington and Lee University and elsewhere; and

WHEREAS, a poet of incredible depth and vision, Mr. Prunty has contributed poems and

essays to numerous magazines including the New Yorker, the New Republic, American

Scholar, Parnassus, the New Criterion, Boulevard, and the Yale, Southern and Sewanee

reviews; and

WHEREAS, his poetry has been critically acclaimed and is widely read in all quarters

where literary excellence is valued; his collections of poems include The Times Between, What

Women Know, What Men Believe, and Balance as Belief; and

WHEREAS, he has also published a critical work, “Fallen from the Symboled World:

Precedents for the New Formalism”; and

WHEREAS, Mr Puntry has served astutely as Carlton Professor at the University of the

South since 1989, and has taught poetry writing, poetic forms and contemporary poetry at the

graduate and undergraduate levels and fiction writing, modern poetry, early American literature

and existentialism and literature at the undergraduate level; and

WHEREAS, he has served as the Chairman of the Lectures Committee of The

University of the South and as Poetry Editor for The Sewanee Theological Review; and
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WHEREAS, a member of the Board of Directors of the Association of Writers’

Conferences, Mr. Prunty has been a faithful servant to the Modern Language Association in

numerous capacities; he was a member of the executive committee of the poetry division from

1983-88 and served as that committee’s chairman from 1985-87, in addition to being a MLA

delegate from 1982-85; and

WHEREAS, as a poet and critic and scholar of modern and contemporary poetry, Wyatt

Prunty is truly peerless, and his impressive body of work should no go unappreciated; now,

therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE NINETY-NINTH

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE CONCURRING, That

Wyatt Prunty, is hereby designated as the Poet Laureate of Tennessee, a title by which he shall

henceforth be known.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.
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